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WHAT ARE WE FEELING?

Feelings and emotions help us understand the characters in a picture book story. In the illustrations on view 
in the galleries you can see many people of different backgrounds expressing a variety of emotions. Find these 
illustrations (and/or read the books). Write down the emotions each character is feeling. Use the back of 
this sheet to draw your own characters and write down what they are feeling. Some suggestions: thoughtful, 
surprised, nervous, angry, joyful, sad, anxious, bored, excited, scared.....

Jerry Pinkney from A Place to Land: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and the Speech that Inspired a Nation (detail)

Jerry Pinkney from Goin’ Someplace Special (detail)

Bryan Collier from All Because You Matter (detail)

Gordon C. James from Just Like Jesse Owens



Draw your own characters and write what they are feeling.

Jerry Pinkney, “2:30 P.M…APPROACHING 3:30 P.M,” (detail) (pp. 20-21) from A 
Place to Land: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Speech that Inspired a Nation by Barry 
Wittenstein. Watercolor, collage, and graphite on watercolor paper, 14 1/8 x 21 7/8 
in. (35.9 x 55.6 cm), Courtesy of the Estate of Jerry Pinkney, © 2019 Jerry Pinkney. 
Photograph by Peter Jacobs.

Image credits:

Bryan Collier, “Whispered Prayers” (detail) (cover, pp. 25-26) from All Because You 
Matter, by Tami Charles, Orchard Books, 2020. Collage and Winsor & Newton 
watercolor paint on Arches watercolor paper, 15 x 25 in. (38.1 x 63.5 cm), Courtesy 
of the artist and R. Michelson Galleries, © Bryan Collier.

Gordon C. James, “Cheering for Jesse” (pp. 30-31) from Just Like Jesse Owens, by 
Andrew Young and Paula Young Shelton, Orchard Books, 2022. Chalk pastels on 
Mi-Teintes pastel board, 20 x 32 in. (50.8 x 81.3 cm), Courtesy of the artist, 
© Gordon C. James.

Jerry Pinkney, “Goin’ Someplace Special,” (detail) cover from Goin’ Someplace Special 
by Patricia C. McKissack. Watercolor and graphite on watercolor paper, 15 1/8 x 
21 5/8 in. (38.4 x 54.9 cm), Courtesy of the Estate of Jerry Pinkney, © 2001 Jerry 
Pinkney. Photograph by Peter Jacobs.


